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Museum of the United States Army supported
by the Army Historical Foundation. For too
long the United States Army has been our
only service that does not have a comprehen-
sive place where its proud heritage can be
shared with the American public. The National
Museum of the United States Army will serve
this purpose.

More than 30 million men and women, in-
cluding many members of Congress, have
served in the oldest and largest of our armed
forces. Since the founding of the Continental
Army of the United States in 1775, the selfless
service and personal sacrifices of our Soldiers
has been woven into the fabric and culture of
this great country. | encourage my colleagues
to take June 14th, 2009—the occasion of the
Army’s 234th birthday, to let our Soldiers know
that they have our thanks and our appreciation
and that a great Army deserves a great Na-
tional Museum.

———

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE’S WORK
OF CHUCK MACK

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 12, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the outstanding contributions
of retiring Teamsters Union Western Region
Vice President Chuck Mack.

Mr. Mack began his work with the Team-
sters in 1962, loading and driving trucks in
Oakland, California. Just a few years later, he
was elected business agent of Teamsters
Local 70 and was re-elected with the largest
number of votes in the Local's history. So
began his 43-year career of dedicated service
as one of the top leaders in the international
Teamsters Union. Mr. Mack was elected Sec-
retary-Treasurer of Local 70 in 1972, Presi-
dent of Joint Council 7 in 1982 and, finally,
Western Region Vice President in 1998—all
positions he held until his retirement this year.

As the Western Region Vice President,
Chuck was a champion for millions of Amer-
ican workers, even as he maintained a per-
sonal commitment to local laborers and the
unions who represent them in my District and
in California. Following his retirement, he will
continue his commitment to the Teamsters,
taking up leadership of the Western Con-
ference Teamster Pension Trust.

Madam Speaker, | have known and worked
with Chuck Mack for as long as | have been
in public service and | know that he is much
more than just a union leader. In addition to
his tireless fight for the welfare of workers,
Chuck maintained a fierce commitment to en-
vironmental and economic justice. An early
booster of the Los Angeles Clean Trucks Pro-
gram, Mr. Mack led the fight for sustainable
and accountable transportation, keeping our
communities safe and healthy for generations
to come.

But no leader, however capable, acts alone.
Chuck’s family, including his wonderful wife
Marlene, his four daughters—Tammy, Kelly,
Kerry and Shannon, and Chuck’s eight grand-
children, who loaned their husband, dad and
grandfather to the cause of working men and
women everywhere, must be recognized as
well. Chuck Mack’s life-long dedication to the
health, livelihood and safety of workers around
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our country and across the globe is something
his family will look back on for generations
with pride and admiration. The same can be
said of his vast extended family, those fortu-
nate enough to be in the Brotherhood—and
Sisterhood—of Teamsters.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 12, 2009

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, on the legis-
lative day of Thursday June 11, 2009, | was
unavoidably detained and was unable to cast
a vote on a number of rollcall votes. Had |
been present, | would have voted: rollcall
334—"yea”.

————

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF
AMERICAN BOY SCOUTS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 12, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in tribute to our nation’s youngest and littlest
public servants—in stature, perhaps, but cer-
tainly not in heart—the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. For a century, these young boys and their
counselors have been on the front lines, safe-
guarding and protecting America and her val-
ues: democracy, tolerance, compassion, and
generosity, just to name a few. Heralded as
the largest youth scouting organization, the
Boy Scouts has inspired and motivated a
cadre of young men to love this country, to
work—tirelessly and humbly—without ingrati-
tude, and to give of themselves to their com-
munities and to the downtrodden. The organi-
zation has left its mark, a mark that runs a full
century deep into the annals of this country’s
history, touching the lives of generations of
boys and of those they have helped.

Next February 8, the Boy Scouts will cele-
brate its centennial anniversary, honoring its
inception in February of 1910 by a Chicago
publisher, William Boyce. Since that day, 111
million men have joined the ranks of the
Scouts, committing to 12 hours of community
service every year. America benefits from 30
million hours every year due to the toil of
these youngsters. That means more hands at
our airports, and ports, and schools, and hos-
pitals. It means greater numbers of servers at
a soup kitchen, of planters at a forestation
drive, of readers at a local school. It means
America is that much stronger, that much
safer, and that much more prosperous be-
cause of the sacrifice of a dedicated few. They
have earned our gratitude and deepest re-
spect.

The adult volunteers who these kids look up
to deserve unique and emphatic praise them-
selves. Youngsters are eager to have role
models—and in some quarters of our country,
there are not many to choose from. Men and
women willing to dedicate the time and care to
lead these kids at a time of overwhelming
change and insecurity are heroes and hero-
ines. They have, no doubt, saved lives, and
there can be no greater gift than setting right
a life heading wayward.
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May we speak with one voice today in sa-
lute to these boys, many of whom are now
men raising sons and grandsons of their own,
and mark February 8, 2010 as the day for rec-
ognition of the Boy Scouts.

—

CONDEMNING SHOOTING AT U.S.
HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2009

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 529 and to express
my outrage at the violent attack on the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum on June
10, 2009, along with my deepest sympathies
to all of those who knew Stephen T. Johns,
the brave and honorable security guard who
tragically died in the attack.

Stephen T. Johns, 39, died tragically in the
line of duty as he defended the Holocaust Me-
morial Museum from an attack by acknowl-
edged white supremacist, racist and anti-Sem-
ite James von Brunn. He leaves behind his
sister, his wife and his 11-year-old son.

It is tragic that, as this incident dem-
onstrates all too vividly, racism and anti-Semi-
tism are still alive in America. It is tragic when-
ever there is a revolting act of violence that
takes the life of an innocent person. It is espe-
cially tragic that, in this situation, the forces of
hate and violence were unleashed at this au-
gust institution that is dedicated to memori-
alizing and preventing a recurrence of the Hol-
ocaust that appallingly took the lives of mil-
lions of innocent civilians.

Mr. Johns and all the rest of the security
guards in the Holocaust Memorial Museum
deserve our fullest commendation, as they
acted heroically to prevent the museum’s des-
picable attacker from enacting even more
harm.

| condemn the shooting completely, fully
and without reservation. This type of attack is
totally unacceptable, as are the racist and
anti-Semitic motivations underlying it. | thank
my friend, Rep. KLEIN, for introducing this im-
portant resolution.

———

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
DR. ESTEBAN FERNANDEZ

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 12, 2009

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, |
would like to honor one of South Florida’s
most distinguished residents, Dr. Esteban
Fernandez. Through his extreme devotion to
the field of publishing and his intense belief in
the Christian faith, Dr. Fernandez has facili-
tated the diffusion of Christian ideas between
differing languages and cultures, and dedi-
cated himself to knowledge.

Dr. Fernandez holds a doctorate in Philos-
ophy with an emphasis in leadership and or-
ganization. He also holds a degree of
licentiate in Theology awarded by the Faculty
of Theological and Religious Studies of Casa
Sobre La Roca. In addition, Dr. Fernandez
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has been awarded an honorary Doctorate of
Sacred Literature from Logos Christian Col-
lege and an honorary Doctorate of Christian
Counseling by Rhema University.

His tenure at Editorial Vida saw into fruition
the Spanish language version of several im-
portant Christian texts, the most notable of
which is La Biblia Nueva Version
Internacional. Dr. Fernandez also organized
the translation and publication of Rick War-
ren’s A Purpose Driven Life.

He was also recognized as one of the ten
best executives for his leadership at Editorial
Vida in 2007. The great success that Dr.
Esteban Fernandez has achieved is a result of
his passionate devotion to his field and faith
and | am truly grateful to call him a friend.

——————

HONORING LIEUTENANT JOHN
FINN ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 12, 2009

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great honor | rise today to pay tribute to
United States Navy veteran Lieutenant John
Finn on his 100th birthday. Lt. Finn is the old-
est living Medal of Honor recipient and the last
living Medal of Honor recipient from the Japa-
nese attack on Pearl Harbor. His actions in
combat and life reflect bravery and courage of
the highest level and | am proud to bring rec-
ognition to his accomplishments.

John Finn was born in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia on July 23, 1909, and at the age of 17,
with the permission of his mother, he enlisted
in the United States Navy. His Navy career
started aboard American gunboats patrolling
the rivers of Inland China, and in 1940 he was
assigned to the Naval Air Station at Kaneohe
Bay in Oahu. On December 7, 1941 came the
infamous attack on Pearl Harbor, and it was
this event that presented Lt. Finn with an op-
portunity to display his extraordinary valor.

As the first attack on the harbor began, Lt.
Finn managed to secure and man a .50-cal-
iber machine gun mounted on an instruction
stand on a completely exposed section of a
parking ramp under intense enemy fire. Lt.
Finn, with no regard for his own safety, vigor-
ously fired upon Japanese aircraft with suc-
cess. Although he was hit many times by
enemy strafing fire, Lt. Finn refused to leave
his post until the attack ended. It was only
under a direct order that he left for the hospital
to treat has 21 shrapnel and bullet wounds.
However, after receiving medical attention,
and despite a great deal of pain and difficulty
moving, he returned to repair and rearm re-
turning planes.

John Finn served through the rest of World
War Il with great distinction and retired from
the United States Navy in 1956. He and wife
Alice retired to their ranch in Southern Cali-
fornia where he continues to live today.

In addition to the Medal of Honor, Finn
holds the Purple Heart, Navy Unit Commenda-
tion, Good Conduct with 2 bars, Yangtze Serv-
ice Medal, American Defense, American Cam-
paign, Pacific Campaign, and the World War Il
Victory Medal.

Madam Speaker, John Finn has never seen
himself as a hero, but that's what he is; as his
Medal of Honor inscription reads, John Finn
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truly went above and beyond the call of duty.
It was his tenacity and zeal that embodied the
American resolve that set the tone for the rest
of the war. Men and women like John Finn are
responsible for the success of our Armed
Forces. To John Finn, we are forever grateful
for your heroism and service. You are truly a
great American hero.

———

CONDEMNING SHOOTING AT U.S.
HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

SPEECH OF

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2009

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, when a crazed and
racist gunman takes the life of an innocent
museum guard there are no words to fully
convey both our shock and sorrow. But dis-
gust with this act of violence and great sym-
pathy for the loved ones of Stephen Johns are
nonetheless our nation’s response to yester-
day’s senseless and ugly act of violence.
While we cannot undo the despicable crime of
a racist murderer, | want to express my deep
condolences to the family and friends of Ste-
phen Johns, the 39-year-old guard who gave
his life in the line of duty at the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum this past Wednesday.

The shots of an anti-Semitic gunman have
tragically ended the life of Mr. Johns, but no
gunman can silence the truth of history en-
shrined in the Holocaust Memorial Museum
here in Washington, D.C. When Stephen
Johns lost his life to the bullet of an anti-Sem-
ite on Wednesday he was joining the hallowed
ranks of those before him who stood in the
way of hatred and violence against Jews.

This nation will never tolerate the violence
and hatred of anti-Semitism and we will pre-
serve the memory of people like Stephen
Johns who refused to give an inch to the
forces of hatred. We must never allow the sort
of racist misinformation and twisted, violent
lies that apparently led a gunman down a vio-
lent path to gain credence here in America. |
pray that this criminal is swiftly brought to jus-
tice for this senseless act.

Mr. Johns’ fellow museum guards who pre-
vented this tragedy from turning into an even
deadlier event also deserve great praise. Their
skill, bravery and professionalism no doubt
saved lives during yesterday’s shooting. My
hope is that thanks to their bravery and the
dedicated work of the many employees and
volunteers at the Holocaust Museum that
many millions of Americans will continue to be
exposed to the story of the Holocaust. One
gunman cannot stop the educational mission
of this museum to ensure that acts of geno-
cide like the Holocaust do not happen again.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 12, 2009

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, | want to state
for the record that on June 11, 2009, | was at-
tending the funeral of my father-in-law who re-
cently passed away, and | therefore missed
the six rollcall votes of the day.

June 12, 2009

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote number 329, on the Mo-
tion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 2346, the
Supplemental Appropriations Act.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote number 330, on H.R.
1687, a bill to designate the Federal building
and United States courthouse located at
McKinley Avenue and Third Street, SW, Can-
ton, OH, as the “Ralph Regula Federal Build-
ing and United States Courthouse.”

Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay” on rollcall vote number 331, the Ros-
Lehtinen substitute amendment to H.R. 1886,
the Pakistan Enduring Assistance and Co-
operation Enhancement Act of 2009.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay” on rollcall vote number 332, the Motion
to Recommit H.R. 1886, the Pakistan Endur-
ing Assistance and Cooperation Act of 2009.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote number 333, final pas-
sage of H.R. 1886, the Pakistan Enduring As-
sistance and Cooperation Act of 2009.

Lastly, had | been present, | would have
voted “aye” on rollcall vote number 334, on H.
Res. 529, condemning the violent attack on
the United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum on June 10, 2009, and honoring the
bravery and dedication of United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum employees and secu-
rity personnel.

——————

HAPPY 234TH BIRTHDAY, U.S.
ARMY

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 12, 2009

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the 234th birth-
day of the United States Army. As the oldest
branch of the U.S. military, the United States
Army has established the tradition of duty,
honor and country that has been the standard
of excellence, not only in the military but also
in private industry.

Two hundred and thirty-four years ago, the
United States Army was established to defend
our Nation. From the Revolutionary War to our
current challenges, Global War on Terror, our
soldiers remain Army Strong with a deep com-
mitment to our core values and beliefs. This
234th birthday commemorates America’s
Army—soldiers, families and civilians—who
are achieving a level of excellence that is truly
Army Strong both here and abroad. Their will-
ingness to sacrifice to build a better future for
others and to preserve our way of life is with-
out a doubt, the strength of our Nation.

Additionally, in recognition of their commit-
ment to service and willingness to make great
sacrifices on behalf of our Nation, the Sec-
retary of the Army established 2009 as Year
of the Non Commissioned Officer, NCO.

Since 1775, the Army has set apart its
NCOs from other enlisted Soldiers by distinc-
tive insignia of grade.

With more than 200 years of service, the
U.S. Army’s Noncommissioned Officer Corps
has distinguished itself as the world’s most ac-
complished group of military professionals.
Historical and daily accounts of life as an NCO
are exemplified by acts of courage and a dedi-
cation and a willingness to do whatever it
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